
Eval.Code Afternoon Session (1:00 PM -2:45 PM) Subject/Grade Location 

I. 

ACESSE Focus Group: 3-D Learning and Assessment to Create Equitable 
STEM Education for All          
Join PSU professors Dr. Carla Zembal-Saul and Dr. Richard Duschl, and PDE’s Special 
Consultant to the Secretary of Education for STEM, Mr. Judd Pittman, in a focus group 
to discuss the direction of science education in PA. ACESSE is an NSF funded grant 
aimed at assisting states in establishing coherence and equity across education 
systems. The purpose for this session will be on understanding and addressing 
challenges to promote 3-D learning and assessment models used to create equitable, 
and coherent systems for advancing STEM education for all. 

Science & Math 
K-12 

 
 
 

Sportworks  
A & B 

1st floor 

J. 

Developing High School Students’ Reasoning and Sense Making Skills Using 
Pattern Tasks and Formative Assessment Lessons  
As school systems work to implement the State Standards in Mathematics, the practice 
standards should be at the forefront. Learn how two high school teachers, Melissa 
Musial and Christine Trimnal, utilize pattern tasks and formative assessment lessons to 
engage students in reasoning and sense making to communicate their mathematical 
understanding. 

Math 6-12 

Clasrooms 
1&2  

3rd floor 
 

K. 

Designing a Standards-Aligned K-12 Science Curriculum that Works for ALL 
Students   
In this session, Cheryl Rush Dix, Fulbright Distinguished Award in Teaching recipient 
and K-12 Coordinator of Science Education will share how she successfully led her 
district to designing and implementing a standards aligned, inquiry-based K-12 science 
curriculum.  Learn how applying the Smithsonian Science Education Center’s Theory of 
Action produced the district’s first school with a student demographic of 90% ethnic 
minority and 90% free and reduced lunch to achieve 90% proficient or advanced in 
Science PSSA. 

Science  
K-12 Science Stage 

L. 

Inquiry in Action: Using Literacy to Understand the Scientific Inquiry 
Process 
Go beyond the science textbook and show your students that science is all around 
them! This session, led by experienced teacher Rebecca Seachrist, shows a variety of 
ways to get your students reading, writing, thinking, and talking like scientists every 
day.  Participants will engage in strategies that can instantly be added to their current, 
daily lessons. 

Science 6-12 
Clasrooms  

4&5 
3rd floor 

M. 

Growth Mindset- Is It Really Effective?   
According to the Education Week Research Center a high percentage of educators 
believe in the value of growth mindset, but 85% feel that they need more professional 
development on growth mindset. Is it creating a more positive learning environment 
for students? This session, led by Sam Shaneyfelt, is designed to delve into the 
fallacies that can exist when implementing a growth mindset and discuss ways to 
overcome them. 

Math & Science 
K-12 

Sportworks D 
2nd floor 

 

N. 

Supporting Student Understanding of Fractions   
In this session, led by Andrea Miller of the AIU, participants will look at how 
understanding of fractions develops, learn some strategies to support students’ 
understanding of fractions, and engage in fraction activities. 

Math K-5 Discovery Lab  
3rd floor 

O. 

Embrace the Ambiguity: Supporting Human-Centered Design in the K-12 
Classroom   
Design thinking is a term increasingly used in education, but what is it? This session, 
led by Tyler Samstag, Director of Instructional Innovation at the AIU, intends to 
demystify design thinking and human-centered design by providing participants the 
opportunity to practice these processes. During this high-energy session, participants 
will complete a full design cycle, developing and prototyping a tangible solution to a 
problem that we all face. 

Math & Science 
K-12 

4th Floor 
Overlook 

 


